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Mother baffled 
by UFO sighting 

W,\S IT a meteor — or an unidentified flying ob|eel 
Inal 1 eresa Murray saw over Ashford? 

The young mother was baffled when she saw a 
briRhl IiRhl at 11.311pm on Wednesday last week. 

? was lyinR in bed star-gazing' she said. “1 assume 
ii was a meteor, h was very bright, very last, much too 
fast to have been a roekel or other firework 

1 only saw it for a second. It was heading north 
over the downs. It was nothing that i could 
n*e<>v»niM\ ’ 

• A Tenierden man believes he has filmed a CKn m 
me sky over Ins home In Si iienets Way. 

I le was filming what he believed to he an approach¬ 
ing aircraft with its landing lights on when n disap¬ 
peared Irom view 

When .Inn i.cug, 33. played the film hack, lie saw 
whal appeared lo lie a streak of light at right angles 
.shootingoft at highspeed. 

He has sem a copy of the tape totiloria Hickson, an 
investigator with the British I'!•'<> Research Associa 

lion 

Before seeing the tape she said: There has been an 
enormous upsurge in reports, including a bright while 
light ai Rochester which also shot off at right angles 
only rive days before the Tenterden report. 

She said many sightings turned out to be laser show 
el lect.s w hich can still be seen up lo 30 miles away. 
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WAS IT a meteor — or an 
unidentified flying object that 
Teresa Murray saw over Ash¬ 
ford? 

The young mother was baf¬ 
fled when she saw a bright light 
at 11.30pm on Wednesday. 

“I was lying in bed star¬ 
gazing" she said. "1 assume it 
was a meteor 1 saw. It was very 
bright, very fast, much too fast 
to have been a rocket or other 
firework. 

"I only saw it for a second. It 
was heading north over the 
Downs. It was nothing that I 
could recognise." 

The meteor, or whatever it 
was. so impressed Mrs Murray 
that she fetched the binoculars 
to study the night sky. But there 
was no solving the mystery. 


Drivers see 
cioud-iike 
‘UFO’ Sights 

EASTERN Counties Newspaper 
worker Steve Ling could not 
believe ins eves when huge UF<) 
lights followed him as he drove 
lor 15 miles. 

And his story of weird lights 
has been confirmed by .mother 
Evening News reader who saw 
them on the same streicn ot mad. 

Steve, a 4n-\ear-old dock 
supervisor from West harlham. 
is convinced he saw something 
strange, despite ribbing irom ins 
workmates, bin says he will | is . 
ten lo any rational explanation. 

"It looked like small clouds in 
three neriecily-shaped circles." 
he said. •• | he distance between 
eacn one was exactly the same 
and they were spuming. I here 
was no noise. 

It yy.is Jilliit across and moved 
across lite road to the right. It 
uas float mg oil and then coming 
back. I travelled Hi or 15 mile-. 
and tl was m nn sight the whole 
time but when I stopped, it 
'lopped. 

I !; e mysterious sighting took 
place- on I hursdav evening on 
me >14 near Newmarket. 
Sullolk police were unable a. 
’tier any -explanation. 

’•.a I •eiiiitg vws reader, who 

i i-t ■> i „- :;.:;i:e«i. -mu 

-cm ’u’etiuim Minn ir 

■--• ' i :.c sjrg-n .>i r.... t i • 

' - c Mveiled i‘i-. 


Above the 
village, a 
light shone 


Hiimenii!:: 
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IT mat have been around 
bonfire night but that 
thing ::: the sky yvas no 
Roman candle 

The stranae pink trian¬ 
gle upp’-u with red lights 
hovered over Pool in 
Comwaii 

In the nast six yveek 
CKOs hav<- visited Corn¬ 
wall twice, says CFO- 
hunter David Gillhani 
yvho is anxious to hear of 
other stentings 

The triangle CKO yens 
seen hv <-ight people in 
Pool on November I 

And a couple of weeks 
later six independent wit¬ 
nesses spied an elongated 
object with brightly lit 
portholes, floating over 
nearlv. Trtspen. he 
claim.- 

AIT v- no idea what 
thev are but we want to 
know mere are more 
witnesses who have not 
come : irward.' said 
David, irom Truro. 

P'-"!.- :n Redruth 
renortei; me triangular 
pink ligr.t circling a dis¬ 
used engine nouse and 
chimney -:act. 

belore iion- 
-• r*- -nt .'.as nen- 

nneiv t > ureyvork. one 
man was , alarmed he 
ran home and Ielt the dog 
iie was .‘.aiKing yvnere it 

yy.is 

When r.“ rot Home n<- 
ann n 'm-r witness 


watched the object until 
n disappeared from sigh! 

'They reported n to Us 
later - it had been float 
ing about 35 feet off tin- 
ground and was making 
no sound 

I checked with the 
police and RN'AS Cu! 
drose. There were in. 
helicopter flights that 
night. 

David said ihe second 
sighting happened on the 
night of November 37 ai 
nearbv Trispen. 

'This nme tyvo indepen¬ 
dent groups ol three pen 
pie each saw a weird 
object with bright, whin- 
lights and again n was 
making no noise. 

It flew over a lour mile 
area around the A3U. not 
far from RAF St Mnwgan 
But it looked nothing like 
anv aircraft' 

David, from Truro 
started the Cornwall CKt' 
Research Group alter se¬ 
me unexplained nov'-nr.- 
red iiaiits mis siimnn r 
1 don t know until tin--, 
yvere ! have an nin-r. 
mind on all these tilings 
'!':» investigating wr; 
a colleague, -ii-nn .ymrr: 
and would love m neai 
from anvbodv who car 
explain what s been seen 
or has seen sonietning 
unexplained themself- 
8 David can !>■• cnniacti-o 
.'tl IIT872-.7'S?K1 
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r ‘ : was i\ loss. | •. . i\ n.'i iin^ wnii \;- 
. UMm ' 111 v America. Mi, , m 

. "Him ami im .mm w ereslat nu , u ., 

; ilu beach. w lu'ii I «,.M' up in tin- niiJdk-... 

lill night. I soul,I . 1 - 'in- room i, UIU . c |i-, rr |i 

l>ul , 1 ""'ll”’- ■‘•'•■l, nil i'll!. I iMIlli- u; 

.iiui.iw.il rmiii i’, | eotmi mv the bed when I 
vlmuUI haic i'eeu - Inn I .ouiiinT see nn iuuii. It 
wasn't an ..ui ..In...ii iMvrieiiii. [ leu asiii.Hig; 
Mim,fluid,,,;; uu eiium .mil guiding m. 
• li,,IU; ' 1 "s'W up. .ui.l NUiiiienii loumi mwll lime 
II" .1 niet.il shill, n ull UU- intense light. and liu-s. 
beings. around uu. 

"I inuli! (Hill see lheoiie.it im leet. standing 
out nw. Ii uas onli the taci I was .man ol; u |,. u | 
i in. verv lui;. dark ei is, uio dins |„r .t nose and a 
line lor a mouth. Ii was duil and grey. like a black 
.mil white photograph. I wasn't frightened. It was 
iookiii” liosvii at me kind oi indulgently." 

Kowan Hinton reaches the end m her si..n 
and i;.i/es evenly across the living room ol he: 
m i ll-kempt least Dulwieh ll.it. Kow an is 25. She i> 
a perlectli rational person. I’rctti smart, a, n 
Sloes. She does not whootshki a loom on the bio 
Mu' has not spent most her hie hi ini; on an 
Ashram in Cahiorma. In Met. she works nia men 


lai hospital. Bnt she. like hundreds ..! thousands 
o: mini peopu. r- gemiimo vom.ms.i ,i,. u si„ 
lus been abducted i>i alien.-. 


M "'ll. svcili: Mo\, : 1 ,., UtK||. U : 
amiid i 'iicetni preseris consp.rjes tneorists. 
binocular snort mg cranks and s., nerd. vv j„, 
mess up as Kline,.ns at tin weekend, stories ..| 
i-ur.llerresiri.il Mutations and aiien aiuiucnous 
nav e landed M|u.ireii m the mainstream. 

I lu tabloids il.ne aiw.n s i.ned the odd tale ol 
hale ereen men. s.. n s n.. surpiise when Tin .Vu; 
eoes Will, lellas snaieheii in ahen lubes aii |„ok 
llk - l '-"»‘ la Anderson". Km lull s ,7;’ 
hunii»: auiopsi (ilm got serious consideration 
"" 'I' 1 ' ,,c " s P’-c- o' broadsheets. 77., (ni.mii.iu 
a ii' us that a leadm;; philosopher is devnung him 
"It to the philosophical implications ol 
cMr.ilerrcsiri.il hie". John Mack, profess,,, m 
psi clnairi ai Harvard Medical school, has P ub 
hshed a book apparent!! explainin'.; win lie's 
com meed Ins patents base realli been kidnapped 
b\ .mens. Wh.u with all this and tin A erea 
Hires from besom! are euri w here 

'Ion see them on the street, 'lou drink next lo 
"icm in the pub. 'lot. iliai exen Im with one. t >1, 


• V\ ! K: \\ K» *\i 


wjii. 
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Four top pop stors roll their eyes skywards to present a quartet of radically 
differing viewpoints on the great alien/human interface debate 

THE HEALTH! SCEPTIC: FRANK BLACK 


FRANK BLACK one time chief 
. Pixie, current solo capacity UFO 
researcher 

« There's been a compounding 
I of information in the media, 
of this whole topic since the '40s. 
Which was the beginning of the 
'flying saucer' UFO concept. 
Television is so powerful now it's 
• hard to separate what people 
really see and hear and what they 
say they do. I don't think current 
interest is because the 
. millennium is about to end: that 
seems a little self-important in 
terms of our society. If you don't 
want to have reservations about 
2000 you can always switch to a 
different calendar! 

"I had a UFO experience, but I 
was very young and it was told to 
me by a family member. It was in 
Nebraska in June 1965. at a 
family gathering during broad 
daylight. A saucer-shaped ship 
was hovering above the house, 
and the people on the front la.vn 
thought it was the end of the 
world. The police were called - 
they even followed it down the 
road until they couldn't keep up 
v/ith it... I was there, but an infant. 
And if you go through most of your 


life not thinking about it and 
suddenly someone says. We all 
saw one in broad daylight' - 
someone with no interest in the 
subject - then you think maybe 
there is something going on. 

"From then. I always had at 
least a small interest - certainly 
some of my songs fall under that 
category of that modern folklore 
of aliens in ships, conspiracies 
and all that stuff. What the 
debunkers rightfully say is that 
there's no hard evidence, but if 
we're talking about something 
that could come from space or 
another dimension why would 
there be any hard evidence? If 


they could get over that hump of 
moving around the galaxy, they 
could get over any hump...unless 
there was a space problem. 

"My favourite UFO story is one 
I can't tell you because it was a bit 
scary for the people involved... 
one of them thought that a few 
days later they were involved in a 
Men In Black incident, witnessing 
a big American car. like a 
government person would use. 

which took off when spotted. As 

to why they' would be interested 
in us. I don't know. Probably the 
real answer is something that 
hasn't been theorised yet. 
something we wouldn 't even 
understand. There's a whole 
history behind it that's very 
removed from us. probably. But 
I'm always optimistic about it. no 
matter what people are saying: 
it's a fantastic topic! You start 

thinking about it and then you 

. start thinking about that old topic 
of the vastness of space and 
eternity- all those things that 
boggle the mind. When I talk 
about it. that's when I'm most 
reverend to it all. 'If that guy saw 
one. shit they might be 
everywhere!" 




i Rotwell ‘alien - : 

» space cowboy 
PNf Clngblobof 


vo - win might not real (si* u m - inn soim-on 
uni know believes :n UK's. 

ll I Wl TCI At,. I v; -nil UH > PHI \CMI V, 1 
•liul ilu subculture tn.u surround, u Ant.,, 
bringing ii up in ions ers.ni, in e.maiwas s hegua- 
.mind sii smirk am:., giggle. It's chililishlt ea* 
io ridicule tin- reports of mterpl.niet.irs goblin 
M " ri: -‘Wt-tsiv egg-shaped spaceship 

and .ill the other preposterous tales, hut that's : 
reason not to do it anvw.n. 

A random selection ,,I UK ) hilarm nicluW 
tile slur, ol one Truman Bethuruni. swiose |<;>- 
liook Aim.ml .1 Wirin'tells how he uu 

some aliens when lie was laving asphalt in tii 
California desert. They arrived in a spaces,,- 
trow Clarion, a secret pianei hidden behind ll 
moon, and their car:am was the leinalc Alt- 
khaiii-. w ho spok. pcruet i.ngiisii .mil w as. s.i 

Irani.::., tops in shapeliness ami heaitti'. Tiu- 
alien. sou Id pass numaiis. so mueii so that an. 
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his initial contact. Truman saw the gorgeous Aura 
in a restaurant sipping orange juice, But she 
ignored him. Ha. That's a good one. 

Then there's the theory about how alter the 
Roswell Incident President Truman's government 
signed a treaty with the aliens. In exchange lor 
their technological tips. Truman agreed to proside 
the hungry extraterrestrials with humans to eat 
and experiment upon. Eventually realising that 
we'd have to be told about this cunning ruse soon- 
t^r later, in the 7'0s the US government 
cVpoycd young Steven Spielberg to make films 
about friendly aliens to soften us up for the truth. 
Thus, you see. Cltnc Encounters and I'T. 
Obvious, isn't it? And il that's not enough, there's 
always the Aelheriux Society, a religious cult 
based in Eulham who worship UK >s on the basis 
that Jesus Christ is an alien who came to Earth m a 
spaceship u > sax e us all. 

There are hundreds ot similar bits ol stupidity 
lust K ing around waiting to be picked up by the 


eager armchair satirist. And it's safer to laugh, isn't 
it? Because, after all. if any of this stufl about 
unexplained aerial sightings and mysterious enti¬ 
ties from other dimensions was taken seriously... 
w ell, that c mild be a bit frightening, wouldn't it? 

Till MlNISTKV Ol DllLNCl I' ONI ol Till 
British Government's more intimidating build¬ 
ings. Its part of the vast, blank 19th century 
edifice of Whitehall, extending between Trafalgar 
Square and Westminster. At the top of the huge 
white marble steps, a pseudo-classical portal 
dwarfs vou as xou enter the South Door. Inside, 
you are met by four security guards and two Star 
Trek style transparent airlock doors. It is not an 
inviting place. 

"It xou think that." says Nick Pope, appearing 
from nowhere, “x ou should see the North Door- 

Nick Pope has worked at the MoD lor ten 
x ears. These day s. he works "in tinancia) policy ". 
with tiie rank of Higher Executive Officer - the 


equivalent of a Major in the Army. But between 
1991 and 1994 lie worked at The Secretariat (Ail 
Staff) 2(a) - an office buried somewhere in the 
high-security rabbit xvarren over our heads. IK 
from there that the Government collates and 
investigates all UFO sightings in the British Isles. 

Pope is a small, neat man wearing glasses and a 
blue pinstripe suit. He’s friendly and polite, but 
slightly skittish, and hurries us axvay from the 
MOD like someone afraid of being caught doing 
something he shouldn't. In the bar ol a Charing 
Cross hotel, he sips at a pint of lager and explains 
that he's got something o! a reputation at the 
Ministry. When he took the job. he didn't know 
what to make of the whole UKO thing. He had ar 
open mind, but was neither believer nor sceptic. 
But the more he investigated, the more he bclicvec. 
something strange was going on. And after . 
while, people at work began looking at him oddl. 
By his third vear in the Secretariat, people xvei. 
xx-histling the theme irom dose Encounters when 








they passed him in corridors. 

"You know The ,Y /■'/’/«•>?" he asks. “Well, im 
nickname in the department was 'Spooky 

Nick's simii aritii s to nil Mil's most i-amoi s 
fictional operative extend beyond an interest in 
the paranormal. He is a clever, rigorous individual 
clearly not given to credulous flights of fancy. His 

• at the Secretariat was to examine UI-'O 
iirts, to establish whether there was any evi¬ 
dence of a threat to the security of the United 
Kingdom. The RAI : - like air forces world wide- 
take UFOs very seriously for a good reason. 
Anything that can turn up unannounced in British 
airspace and evade interception indicates that's 
something's amiss with the eountrv's air defence. 

*• , ■ 

It was only tn? Toce i was aware 
oi: it nac verv di: aan> eve:, twe 
aots Tor a nosa ana a line tor c 
moutr.. it was auii ana arey. like c 
biack and white Dnotoaraph. i 
wasn’t frightened..." 

The classification ol a UFO has nothing to do 
with living saucers, but literally indicates an 
unidentified flying object - whether it's Irom 
Uranus or the Ukraine. So the Ministry's official 
position is that it investigates L IT) sightings only 
up to the point necessary to establish whether 
they re a threat or not. But how tar you need to go 
to do this is a grey area: in most cases. Pope would 
jMj.hcr.is much information as possible. 

CP There arc lar more ol these sightings than you 
might think. There were, lor instance. 25S sight¬ 
ings reported to the MOD in 1993 - reterred there 
from police stations, militarv bases or civil air¬ 
ports. all ol which have a specific L IT) form to lill 
in. Bi checking up on military exercises, airship 
schedules and the like. Pope could establish that 
around 93 per cent ol such sightings have reason¬ 
able explanations - aircrati "lights, meteorites, 
satellites, weather balloons, lasers trom gigs 


Four people who've hod closer encounters 
thon most share their experiences. Meet 
the Investigator, the Abductee, the 
Psychologist and the Real 'Spooky' Mulder 




THE INVESTIGATOR 


‘UFOs' photographed in 
Brazil turned out to be 
bizarre cloud 
formations. 


reflecting off clouds. Bui of the remaining live per 
cent, alter he'd impounded radar tapes, ques¬ 
tioned witnesses and made his usual checks, all he 
could was keep an open mind. “Object 
Unexplained," say the files, in true 'Spooky' 
Mulder style. “Case Closed." 

A statistical analysis Pope has seen estimates 
that since 19-17. 13 million people worldwide have 
seen a UFO. Applying the five per cent figure to 
those 13 million sightings, that makes over hall a 
million unexplained objects. 

“This is not just what UFO groups say. This is 
what the world of officialdom says. And that." 
says Pope levellv, “is quite something." 

Till MODI KN UFO 1*111 NOMI NON KI AIIY HOT 
going in earnest on Tuesday. June 23. 19-17. At 
3pm, private pilot Kenneth Arnold was flying 
over Washington State. Searching for the wreck¬ 
age ol a crashed plane for which a reward had 
been offered, he saw nine disc-shaped objects liv¬ 
ing over the Cascade Mountains. He said later that 
they moved "like a saucer would if you skipped it 
across water". As the story was sent out across the 
Associated Press wires, a headline writer seized on 
this description to coin the term 'flying saucer'. 

In the months that followed, similar reports 
started coming in from all over the United States. 
There has barely been any let up since. 

Although initially explained away by US scep¬ 
tics as a strictly American phenomenon brought 
on in the aftermath of 'war nerves'. UFO sight¬ 
ings spread throughout the world: those in Britain 
included RAF sightings and celebrated cases like 
that ol 14-vear-old Stephen Darbishire pho¬ 
tographing a UFO in Coniston. 

In America, the government became suffi¬ 
ciently concerned to establish Project Blue Book 
to investigate the phenomenon. 

In 1952. Californian George Adamski claimed 
to have made contact with Vcnusians; other con- 
taetees emerged in his wake. Back in the 5Cs, 
contact with aliens was. more often than not. a 
chummy affair. Affable ETs took their human 
guests on interstellar pleasure trips - and imparted 
dire prophecies about iiow we were destroying 
the hartii with atomic research and pollution. 
Hardened UFO fans retarded the stories o! *“ 


JOHN SFc'.CEh is President of 
the British UFO Research 
Association. With his wife 
Anne, he also investigates 
paranormal phenomena. They 
find a rational explanation for most things. 

W hy draw a distinction between ‘lights in 
the sky' and close encounters? 

"Most close encounters are witnessed only toy 
one person. There are very few documented 
cases of more - but even tnen rarely more than 
two of the witnesses have the same experience. 
But the average number of witnesses tor distant 
sightings is two - including a lot of signtings of 
40 50 people who all see tne same thing." 

Does it disappoint you that you can find 
explanations tor so many objects? 

"No. I want to investigate these things. I don't 
want to deal in fantasy. I'd love it if it was aliens 
- I'd want to be the first to meet them. But I 
don't want to believe it's aliens if it's not. " 
What's the most ridiculous hoax? 

"Roswell. Whoever is resoonsible for that film 
has created a fake knowing it looks like a take - 
and a controversial one. And controversies 
always make money." 

What’s the difference between American and 
British UFOIogy? 

"The American way with abductees is: get them 
on a bed. get them under hypnosis, get the 
story ot the alien out. get it in the book." 

You don't approve? 

"I fear that researchers and hypnotists are 
letting their own experience and beliefs bleed 
into witnesses, giving them false memories. ” 


THEABDUCTEE 




ROWAN HINTON lives in South 
London. She saw her first UFO 
at 16. Soon after she was 
telepathically contacted by an 
alien intelligence. She was 
aducted a year later and has 
since had similar experiences. 

I s there a history of these close encounters in 
your family? "Yes on mv mother s side. My 
Uncle Chris had regression with l American 
abductee guru) Bud Hookms. Before regression 
he had conscious recall of when he saw a craft 
land and had telepathic communication with it. 
My mother has had experiences." 

How does it affect your life? 

"Life goes on. This is something that happens 
outside my normal life I' m not goi ng to let it 
take over my life." 

Doesn’t it bother you that things have 
happened to you that you can't recall? 

"Yeah - although I want to know that it's real. I 
want to rea/tyknowthat. But it might be so awlul 
that I'll never go to sieeo again.' 

So what do you think these things are? 

"I find it difficult to sa\ anytnmg definite, but my 
gut feeling is that tne\ - e extraterrestrials." 

And what are they up to? 

" Ithink they re trying to nelo us. I oo- t think 
thev're bad." 




such contactecs with suspicion- as the tall talcs of 
profiteering hucksters with a warehouseful of 
books to sell. The concept of 'abductions' did not 
emerge until 1964. 

It was then that New Hampshire couple 
Barney and Betty Hill sought psychiatric help lot- 
something that had happened to them in 1961. 
Driving home late at night, they saw a strange 
light which seemed to be a structured craft. On 
arriving home, they found their iournev had taken 
two hours longer than it should've done. In 1964. 
under regression, they both recalled being sub¬ 
jected to medical examinations aboard an alien 
spacecraft. They had suffered from bad dreams 
and other problems ever since their abduction, 
and their story was not only compelling in itself, 
but corroborated by radar traces from a USAF 
base near the site of the alleged contact. 

Immediately after this, and the publication of a 
1967 book. The Interrupted Journey, similar expe¬ 
riences were reported from all over the United 
States and the rest of the world. By the carlv ’70s, 
UFOs had generated a hardened subculture of sci¬ 
entists. enthusiasts, researchers and babbling 
freaks. By the time novelist Whitley Strieber pub¬ 
lished his hugely successful book about his 
abduction. Communion, in 1987, the common 
details about such incidents had become estab¬ 
lished factoids the world over. 

The common-or-garden interplanetary visitor 
is the 'small grey': a four-foot humanoid being 
with spindly arms and legs, a flat, grev skin, a dis¬ 
proportionately large, bald head, large, black 


almond-shaped eves, two holes for a nose and a 
slot-like mouth. Abductions take place in the 
early hours of the morning, when thev take 
humans into their craft, often to conduct medical 
experiments or examinations. There is much talk 
ot a genetic programme, breeding alien-human 
children. There have been reports ol women who 
have become pregnant after abductions, only to 
have the foetuses disappear from their bodies after 

"Inc c~ficic. casino: r tir: 
iiimsirv c: bersnet tnc: tc 
Gate tnere nas dgsp. ru 
evioence c: tns existence o; 
extraterrestrial lift." 

further contact a few months later. Ahductces 
know they've been taken because they experience 
periods ol unaccounted lor ’missing time', and 
can only recall the events under hypnosis. 

A recent poll maintains that two per cent of 
the American population - more than 500.00C 
people - have had abduction experiences. 

John Spencer's house is wai out in the weli - 
heeled commuterland of Hertfordshire. He lives 
on a cosy Neighbourhood Watch-secured, mock 
Elizabethan-timbered crescent in Harpcndcn. 


with his wile Anne and their two daughters. 11 
a pleasant, cheerful man who welcomes vou it 
his home and sits you on Ins leather sofa. | 

"f ou can," he says with well-practised ass; 
ance. "break the UFO phenomenon into at it 
two sections: one is the distant lieiits and obj, 
in the sky; the other is the close encounters ., 
the abductions, the meetings u ith aliens. 

“They’re linked together In implication: 
they’re up in the sky flying about, thev must I. 
and do things. Or. if they’ve landed and d^ 
things, then they must have been those lights up 
the sky flying around. In fact, throughout 
years of research, there isn't a single authorial 
Case where something was seen in the skv t 
then landed and did something. There’s a I 
dodgy American claims but. frankly, they dc 
hold water. So you've probably got two tot. 
different phenomena." 

John is the President of the British l 
Research Association. BUFORA was set up 
1959 with the aim of conducting unbiased sci 
tific research into UFOs. It currently has arot 
1,000 members, of whom 50-60 are active ime 
gators, consiantlv travelling the com 
investigating UK) reports. The MOD and 
police pass cases on to them to look into. 
BUFORA is affiliated to similar groups all i 
the world. The organisation has no party line, 
its members all hold differing views about in 
plained objects in the skv. 

By day, John Spencer runs a manager 
training business. At night, and the weekend* 


works lor BUFORA. As well as the eleven 
books he’s written on UFOs and paranormal 

• I'nomcna, he's also responsible for Self 
tployed: What It Really Means and Hoze To 
Get The Most From Your Accountant. He has 
never seen a flying saucer in his life. 

The BUFORA approach is as sc.ti.n- 
tific as it can be in an area not 
conventionally recognised as worthy of 

t ntific research. The organisation isn't 
itioned much in the press simply 
because, if a tabloid calls someone like 
Spencer for a quote about a mysterious 
light in the sky, lie’s likelv to explain it in 
terms ol something readily understood - the 
bright disc of the planet Venus, for example. 

"They'd much rather hear from some¬ 
one who’ll say. Well, it was probablv an 
incoming spaceship from Mars." 

Spencer is more than happy to admit to 
seeing his share of strange things. He and his 4' 
wife have spent years investigating paranormal 
activity. And although much of what they see has 
a rational explanation other phenomena they can't 
account for. Poltergeists bother him. And ’port¬ 
ing’. where everyday objects can appear out of 
thin air. He and Anne had a stigmatic live in their 
house for a while, and watching a woman sit on 
their leather sola and spontaneously bleed from 
the palms of her hands on a regular basis has left 

• npression on him. He believes stronglv that 
human mind is capable of many things we 


1 M met a Flying-Saucer, 
i man from Venus 
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The British press 
tackles the 
question ot alien 
life forms with no 
recourse to 
cliche. They all 
look like Pamela 
Anderson, 
apparently. Can’t 
wait... 


don’t vet understand. He just isn't convinced 
that Earth is a popular Avvavdav destina¬ 
tion tor alien beings. 

It's a view backed by psychologists 
who have researched the abduc¬ 
tion phenomenon. Sue 
Blackmon. front the 
University Of The West Ol 
England a parapsychologist who 
has interviewed manv abductecs. 
maintains that most abduction experi¬ 
ences arc the result ol sleep paralysis and 
disorders of the brain's temporal lobe. Both 
things affect people who are mentally sta¬ 
ble. Both happen on the borderlines of 
sleep. Both will account for feelings of flying, 
hallucination, a sense of presence in a room 
when nothing's there. And. importantly, feelings 
of being manipulated by unseen hands. 

Sleep paralysis - where the automatic mecha¬ 
nism which shuts down vour movement to 
prevent you injuring yourself during dreaming, 
and which continues when you regain con¬ 
sciousness - is explained by different myths all 
over the world. In Newfoundland, it’s The Hag. 
In Laos, the Grev Ghosts. Temporal lobe disor¬ 
der can seize you with all the horrifying 
reality-twisting conviction of an acid trip. 
Neither syndrome feels like a dream, and spon¬ 
taneously waking in the middle of the night 
gripped by such powerful hallucinations, you 
reach for your most immediate cultural refer¬ 
ence point: aliens. ■» 






TQPHAM ADAM HART OAVlS 



THEREAL'SPOOKT MULDtfi 


"Sometimes it feels more real than ordinary 
rcalitv,” says Blackmon-. "But the fact that it feels 
real doesn't prove it's out there - it just proves 
that it’s entirely taken over your brain at the time, 
and it's the best reality you've got. And that's the 
problem. In our culture we don't respect other 
realities at all. By saving that they're created b> 
vour brain, it's like saying they're unimportant or 
uninteresting. I'd say they're hallucinations creat¬ 
ed bv the brain. And they're very interesting. Of 
course they feel real: but all our realities arc creat¬ 
ed by the brain anyway.’ 

K>K entirely witerent reasons,John Spencer 
believes close encounters arc merely the latest cul¬ 
tural contextualisation of meetings with strange 
entities that have cropped up throughout human 
history: tales of abductions by fairy folk, or 
appearances by the incubus and succubus. were 
regulars for hundreds of years before the 'Small 
Grey' came along. Similar things arc seen by 
tribesmen in Africa, but they'll tell you they've 
just seen the ghosts of their ancestors. 

“I do believe there arc real experiences people 
have, but 1 suspect that it's a natural, unintelligent 
energy that we simply haven't got to grips with 
vet. A lot of what we think is happening is down 
to cultural expectations: people see lights in the 


sky which everyone keeps saying are spacecraft. 

So if you see a 'Grey' in your garden, you think. 
Oh! I've seen an alien! But if you see the same 
thing in the dungeons ol Dover Castle, then 
you've seen a ghost. There's a lot of colouring-m. 

To illustrate this point about people's percep¬ 
tions. he once did a live experiment on daytime 
TV. Just before the broadcast, a picture ol a typi¬ 
cal' saucer-shaped UK 1 was flashed up 
unannounced on the studio monitors. When it 
had gone, he told the (.0 people in the audience 
they'd just had a spontaneous UK) sighting, and 
asked them to draw what they had seen. 

“We got,” he says with some satisfaction. “60 
totally different pictures." 

Whatever people may think they hi slum.. 
thcv'rc certainly seeing something. In 1981. hun¬ 
dreds of witnesses saw different shaped objects 
and groups of lights in the Hessdalen Valley m 
Norway. A research project was set up by 
Scandinavian UFO groups. In 1983. they took 
radar, seismographs, geiger counters, spectrum 
analysers and lasers - as well as still and video 
cameras - to the valley, an.d recorded a phenome¬ 
non of lights and illuminated 'objects’ in the sky. 
Thev may or may not have moved interactively 
with the witnesses. They were not a hallu- 


THE UFO AGNOSTIC: A GO! CALLED GERALD 


The acid house kingpin turned 
Goldie-inspiring breakbeat 
Generalissimo speaks out. 

li I ookmg at a picture of the 
Luniverse - when we're the 
size of a crumb - and saying. 

We re the only possible 
civilisation' is a medieval way of 
thinking. There's definitely 
intelligent life elsewhere in the 
galaxy. It could even be in a 
different dimension. We've all 
come from the same explosion 
' v.ithin our solar system, so the 
’ materials on the earth must be 

’ on other planets too. Even if 

i those materials are in a different 

c environment with different 

| temperatures it's gonna work in 

| new wa>s. But it's still life.- 
f: -it was at school, learning 


about stars that got me 
interested. Stars that exploded 
5.000 years ago and we're still 
getting light from them. Star Wars 
as well - that was so radical for 
its time. Keeping your mind open 
to new ideas means you produce 
things different from the norm. 
I've worked with people who've 
said. You can't use a frequency 
that low 'cos you won't be able to 
hear it' - but you'd be able to feel 
it. The X Fites is wicked: all these 
things get you wondering. 

T believe Roswell was real 
but that it was covered up. 
There's always conspiracies to 
cover anything like that up - 
especially in America. If it got out 
that we re not on our own the 
whole of history would be 
changed. The religions have all 


got their own creation stories, 
and churches being the biggest 
businesses in the world...can you 
imagine someone landing and 
saying You were created the 
same way as us and there is no 
God?' The business crashes. And 
they'd be interested in us for the 
same reason we'd be interested 
in them - as another life form. 

-We think we re so intelligent, 
but maybe we're not. They're 
probably studying us and 
wondering what . 

we re doing lo JHV 

ourselves... digging ) 
ourselves into a ^ 

deep hole. Part of J * • 
what we are is .: 

really destructive. 

We Are Not / , 

Alone!' / 


L>JI Between 1991 and'94. N't 

BF i op: co-ordinated the MoDs 

investigation of UFO reports. , 
He began a sceptic, but now 
I believes in extraterrestrials. 

His book. Open Skies. Closed Minds, will be 
published by Simon and Schuster next year. 

W ere you interested in UFOs before the 
job? "Not reallv. I'd read a couple ol 
articles and seen some things on TV. but I dm 

have any active interest or knowledge." 

Did you try and convince your superiors at tf 
MoD of the existence of extraterrestrials? 

"Where there was a convincing case, like 
evidence of a structured craft operating in tin 
UK Air Defence Region. I'd make mv bosses 
aware of it. But by then I would've already m 
all of the checks. So when I said. 'Look at th 
they'd say. 'It's very interesting but there s 
really nothing further we can do'. It may alei 
people higher up to the fact that there are t> 
we can't explain, but it doesn't give us a ha 
on finding out what they are.' 

What kind of people called to report thing 
"Police officers, military, civil pilots, plumb 
housewives, unemployed people, farmers 
anyone and everyone. A cross-section of t 1 
population. Oroinarv people like you and n 
Are you aware of any secret government 
organisation investigating UFOs? 

"As far as I'm concerned, in the UK then- 
cover up. I can say that because I was the 
Have you ever seen a UFO? 

"No. unfortunately not. It would be very- 
interesting to but I haven't. 

THE PSYCHOLOGIST 

DR SUSAN 
BLACKMORE b 
interested In al 
states of 
consciousness 
having out-of-b 
__ , experiences a- 

student. Last year, she presented a H' 
programme on the abduction phenom 

H ave you ever seen a UFO? 

"I thought I did when I was little. I: 
convinced. I've no idea now what it wa 
looked like a white, glowing saucer. B 
have so many possible explanations i 
might have been, and no way of checi 
What do you think of the apparent pi 
manifestations of alien encounters I 

"Give me some solid proof. My feelin 
ever get stuck in there and try and in 
one of these things, then it disappea 
Have you ever come across a ridicu 
"No. Most of the things I come aero- 
people who genuinely believe they'x 
inexplicable experience.'' 

What's your favourite abduction st 

"A mother with two kids who gives s 
descriptions of having several half- 
that have grown in her for a while a 
taken out. And she regularly goes i 
plays with all the children, mcludln. 
alien offspring. And she nurtures t 
gives them the love they don't gel 
horrid aliens, and takes her own c 
there to olav with them - it s a reg 
the whole family." 

Have you dealt with any cases th 
readily explained? 

"Yes. Multiple abductions where 
person claims to nave been take 
time. I have not yei come across- 
where if s so watertight I mink. V 
haven't gone out of mv wav sen' 
investigate them." 








vitiation. But neither were the-, readih explicable. 
• r l think." says Spencer. —,:u: this toils us what 

• 5s really are. There was cu -treat evidence i>t 
.licence there, so it seems met were probably 
a natural light, a form ot enemy which is in the 
atmosphere - is spontaneous, rare, and interactive 
with people so that it it's near mu pet crackles ol 
electricity. 

“In Hessdalen. this happened tor three tears, 
and tlicv were mysterious, mere was no doubt 
^■kit that. The' re m■! the r.:;id ot tiinip t on Imd 
wBtinp down the street. But there't as net er any 
evidence that these thma- .'vie intelligent. or 
structured vehicles." 

And this is the tiling: or aii the millions ol 
sightings ot strange tiling' in the >ks. 'erv lew are 
genuinely inexplicable. And among those lew. 
authoritative evidence ot "structured t chicles" - 
extraterrestrial spaceships to \ou and me - is very 
rare. But it does exist. 


"Till: "IIHtAl. I’llsITU >N • •: III MlMsIKV l>| 
Defence." says Nick I’opc. : that to date there 
lias been no evidence ol the existence ol extrater¬ 
restrial litc. \lv personal tie". Knotting what I 
now know, is that some - a vert le" - ol these 
tilings that people see and vonunonlv sail LKK. 
may well be extraterrestrial in origin." 

There are several things that make him think 
tIns way. I’lie lirst is the mlanious Rendlesli.ini 
Lorest incident. This is an article ol laiih among 
1^^) conspiracy theorists 'tho believe the go\- 
.^Bent isn't telling all the' know about alien 
contact: they protested outside Parliament about 
it at the beginning ol October tins ' ear. 

Rendlcsham is a wooded area behind the R AI 



George Adamski’s 
legendary 1952 
Venusian flying saucer 1 


Colonel Charles Halt, 
later hied a report to the Ministry ol Deleave, 
about what happened next: 

"Thinking an airerall might have crashed or 
been torccJ down." it states, "they called lor per¬ 
mission to go outside to investigate. The on-dun 
lligln duel responded and allowed three patrol¬ 
men to proceed on loot. The individuals reported 
seeing a strange glowing object in the lorest. The 


red light on top 
and a bank ol blue 'lights underneath. The object 
was hovering or on legs. As the patrolmen 
approached the object, tt manoeuvred through the 
trees and disappeared. At this time the animals on 
a nearby larni went into a Iren/.y. The object was 
briefly sighted approximately an hour later near 
the back gale." 


and USAL base at Woodbruige, in Sullolk. At 
around 3am on December 2", I VXD, two USAI' 
security policemen trout RAI/USAb Wood- 
ge saw unusual lights outside the back gate ot 
vase. The deputy base commander. Lieutenant 


object was described as being metallic in appear¬ 
ance and triangular in shape, approximately two 
to three meters across the base, and approximate!' 
two meters high. It illuminated the entire lorest 
with a white light. The ob|cct itsell had a pulsing 


’1-lie tollowing oat. three depressions and 
abnormal radiation readings were louiid on the 
ground at the site. That night, further lights were 
seen in the sky near the base tor several hours. 

Another contact .a- a living triangle' ol 
lights detected on radar i" the Belgian airlorce in 
1992! "Tliev scrammed two l -l(> lighter inter¬ 
ceptors onto this ' mg triangle. I lie I -1 
picked it up on their ...ri'orne radar, tliev locked 
on with their radar, -even or eight times, l.ach 
time the' locked or. tre lock was broken. When 
the radar tapes were subsequently analysed ii 
became clear that tre omect had been moving at 
speeds between a virtual standstill and about 
5,CCCmph." 

An L-H> lighter interceptor has a maximum 
speed ol l.foOntph. Ans aircralt capable ol an 
instantaneous acceleration Iront 2 to 5.C22mpit 
would also kill any reman occupant. 

“The corporate vie" ot the Belgian airforce is: 
it was real. Ii was ufaentilicd. and were sure as 
hell glad it ".isn't ur.trtetidiv. 

Almti \! I.. IN 19*\\ :\I |*t >l’l S Tl XI 111 VI 

the Secretariat i A:r v \:a„ there was one par¬ 
ticular tx avc ot Hr:;- - oghnngs that particularit 
bothered him. 

"Dozens ot pc. r . -a" something - alwa's 
verv iate at night. - : -ere were a lot ol police and 
miiitarv w iinesse-. cd observers. People who 
do night patrols op*. < asiv see ail sorts ol meteo¬ 
rological and astronomical ettecis in the skv and 
tend not to make tre misidentiticaiions that vou 
or l might make. 

What tliev s.-.w '.is a huge, triangular-* 


THE UFO TROUPER: REG PRESLEY 


Erstwhile Trogg who wrote Wild 
Thing'thooray'I and 'Love Is All 
Around'loops.'l. 

« The crop circles have told us 
I something strange is going 
on. It's about time we unearthed 
the Roswell business and the 
government had the guts to 
admit what happened. And I'm 
not so sure they're even coming 
from another planet. I think 
they're coming through another 
dimension. 

got interested in 1990.1 
■ into a crop formation and I 
ught. If no-one hoaxed this 
how the hell did it get here? From 
then on I filmed a UFO in 1992. 
and a year later I saw two much 
better objects. I was looking 
across this valley with five others, 
when an elliptical object about 
the size of a squashed moon 
shot underneatli the cloud level 
making no noise, whipping 


through somewhere around the 
thousand-mile an hour mark. 
Shortly after, a light came on in 
the sky. turquoise in colour, and 
from that turquoise light a white 
light grew from that and lit up all 
the hills that we were stood on. 
That is impossible. How can you 
get slow light? We just said What 
the fuck was that?' I've a sneaky 
feeling that they're coming from 
our future. That would be a turn¬ 
up for the books if those little 
aliens are what we re going to 
look like? 

-All the 
Ancients' 
prophecies except 
one all end in 
2001. I've a feeling 
that it's not the end 
of the human race 
butthestartofa 
new era. I believe 
we re reaching an 
age where the 



governments cannot govern. Law 
and order isn t going to exist 
much longer if we carry on with 
the way we run the planet. 

-There's a body of people 
who know what's going on. and I 
think the Church has got 
something to do with it. In the 
Vatican they know everything: all 
the pagan ntes they stamped out 
weren't evil, and my theory is that 
666 isn't the sign of the devil but 
the answer to our problem for 
free energy, and I'm going to try 
and prove it... And isn't 
it strange that if you add 
up the number of each 
letter in Wet Wet Wet - 
23rd letter. 2-3=5. 
times 3=15.1-5=6. 
and do it with all the 
letters you get 666? I'm 
not superstitious but I 
don't believe in 
coincidences! There's a 
reason for all this..." 



















ITHETRUE BELIEVER: 
LIAM ‘SKIN’ TYSON 

Odyssey-minded guitarist with neo-Merseybeat 
sensations CAST 

tl people are more interested in UFOs because 
l energies are being released which are making 
people more aware. Crop circles open these 
energies. It's been happening across the centuries 
but this is the final phase, because things have got 
to change. That's what these energies - or aliens if 
you want to call them that - are doing. It's been 
sown in our minds - Flash Cordon. Star Wars and all 
that - in our subconscious, but it's been activated 
now. And the majority of people will want to go 
with it. It's only scaremongers that say they're 
coming here to have us off- they're coming ; ' 
here with love, that's all. 

"It's coming around the year 2000. We 
won't all be flying around in space ships: 
it'll be everybody doing their bit. even if it's 
just saving cardboard. People have to start 
changing now. and understand the 
basic things in life, to save the 
earth. The aliens aren't coming to 
this planet: they're already here, 


hapcd UFO with three lights in the corners and 
one large one in the centre. It was capable of hov¬ 
ering very slowly, and then moving off at 
immense speed. "1 spoke to a meteorological offi¬ 
cer at a Midlands RAF base, a man with eight 
vears of experience of looking at things in the sky. 
He saw this thing come directly over the base, fir¬ 
ing a beam of light down across the fields. What 
can you say to a man like that? You can't start 
talking about aircraft lights seen from unusual 
angles - he works at an RAF base! 

“By the time these reports came in, whatever it 
is has been and gone. And unless something was 
seen on radar, what can vou do? Now I checked 



and we're them. They came in prehistory and they're 
interested in people because they're the only things 
that can save this planet. If it gets destroyed it'll 
have a knock-on effect on the rest of the universe. 
It's a universal struggle. 

"I saw a strange alignment of stars one night, in 
Cumbria. We were watching this star at about 2am 
when another one came out of it - they were 
spinning around each other. Then from nowhere this 
third appeared, and there was a trio spinning in a 
circle. Then the third one disappeared and the first 
two joined back into one. They weren't stars. I 've 
never notthought there was something out there. It 
amazes me that people can't open their minds 
enough to look at it. 

"I've been interested in it since early school 
days, and I do think about it a lot. I don’t think it 
affects me badly as long as a balance is kept. 

People have been calling anyone saying anything 
different 'mad - for years. But soon everyone's 
gonna know someone who's seen or felt 
, something... 

"My favourite UFO story was the one 
at Roswell where a father and son saw 
the spaceships crash. The son says 
now that the alien that was alive looked 
straight at him and he knew what he 
was thinking - that he was millions of 
miles from home and that the army 
were coming for him. It was a cry 
for help, straight into his head." 


the radar tapes - of course I did - hut there was 
nothing there. All you can say is 'Object unex¬ 
plained. Case closed'. Which didn't make me 
particularly happy because there were structured 
cralt of unknown origin which clearly seemed to 
have slipped through our air defence network.” 

In 1994, Nick Pope was promoted out of his 
job at the Secretariat. People still call him 'Spooky'. 

Whither oh not UFOs ari: extkatlrrestri.m 
craft with little grey aliens staring out of the port¬ 
holes or not, there's no question that there's more 
interest in the phenomenon now than there's been 
for 20 years. John Spencer links it to the surges in 


neatly against the ami-nuclear movement cjTthe 
eariv '50s and the anti-Vietnam and ecological 
protests ol the late '60s and carl\ '70s. He point-, 
out that although Roswell apparently tools place 
in I'M?, n wasn't until 197S that it Occam^fe 
renowned controversy, when, in the attermavlH®' 
Watergate, the Americans realised they could no 
longer completely trust their government to lei 
the truth. F.quallv. n could just be symptomatic o: 
a millennial unease as we approach 2000. Or it 
might he part ol a trend toward anti-rationalism 
that has seen the Americans in particular embrace 
cod sciences like parapsychology and psy4^h 
healing in their droves. UFO psychos would IS? 
vou believe that it's just that the truth will out. 

But it could all be more simple than that: tin 
UFO phenomenon is my sterious and tantalising- 
ly impenetrable. Science has explained avvav 
almost everything that used to baffle- and terrify 
humanity, and - in the developed world at least 
undermined the old faiths. And a completely 
rationalised universe, one in which we understand 
how everything works and can give a name to 
everything we see. would be no lun at all. \X e need 
something v eiled and sinister to belies e in. That is, 
ol course, il you i In believe in it. 

N Till BAR IN ClIARINO CltOsx, Till MlNISTRS 
Of Del cnee's own X-Files operative puts down 
his lager and considers the idea that people might 
just think he's a bit crazy. 

“Look at the evidence, that's my message. I’m 
not asking them to go anywhere special. I'm not 
asking them to make any leaps ol faith. 1 n ' 
asking them u> look at the evidence. I'm not Vp 
ing about little green men and flying saucers, 1 m 
talking about radar tapes and radiation. I think the 
case is already proved. Just look beyond thy 
tabloid treatment that the subject gels, conduct a 
little bit of investigation yourself, just read into 
this thing. Then I defy anyone not to be con 
vinccd. There's something very strange going 
Back in Last Dulwich. Rowan HintoiW' 



I “Taking that comer a bit 
fast, weren’t we sir?" 


the counterculture. He maps interest in UFO 


expecting her first baby. So lar, the scans indic.it. 
that it's entirely human. E 



'UFO' TERROR ON 
LATE-NIGHT DRIVE 


T WO friends were terrorised recently as 
they travelled in a car late at night by 
what they are sure were UFOs. 

The Glenrothes men 


were driving on a quiet 
stretch of dual- 
carriageway when they 
saw what they thought 
was another car heading 
towards them the wrong 
way. 


Mystery 

But their initial fear of 
a crash turned to 
amazement when they 
realised that the 
“headlights” were 
actually two inde¬ 
pendent balls of light 
which raced straight at 
them before zooming 
over the top of the car. 

When they stopped, 
they saw more flashing 


lights and another 
motorist running, as if in 
panic, from his car. 

This astonishing case, 
from late October, is just 
the latest being probed 
by top UFO investigator 
Malcolm Robinson, 
who’s just had his 
busiest ever year. 

Malcolm has found 
himself at the heart of 
the biggest mystery of 
the UFO world, the 
Bonnybridge Triangle. 

The quiet Central 
Scotland town and 
surrounding area is the 
world’s top “hotspot” for 
mysterious sky 

sightings. 
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Alien encounters on the declin 


IS ANYBODY out there? Not 
•nymore ft seems. 

Vlthort from other planets 
•** fn given up on visiting 
the Weatcountry. according to 
tocel UFO expert Doug Cooper. 

Mr Cooper normally receives 
around 100 calls each year from 
people who have spotted 
etrange objects In the sky. 

But t his year he says the 
reports are down to 15 — and 13 
of those have turned out to have 
Perfectly logical explanations. 

Honlton-based Mr Cooper 
said: -It’s quite Incredible real¬ 
ly. especially as last year was so 
buey,- 


He said part of the reason 
could be that the planets Venus 
and Saturn were no longer In 

our hemisphere. 

The two unusually bright plan¬ 
ets could sometimes be mistak¬ 
en tor UFOs If they were spotted 
while rising or setting. 

But ex-serviceman Mr Cooper 
believes the aliens may also 
have been frightened off since 
US space probes recently dis¬ 
covered strange objects on the 
planet Mars. 

He claims the discoveries are 
being kept under wraps 
because they would "blow the 
lid off the book ot Genesis". 


“The probes sent back pic¬ 
tures of a two-mlle long rock 
sculpture ol a lace." he said. 

"From one side the lace Is that 
ol a man and from the other It is 
a lion's — which Is obviously 
linked with the Sphinx. There 
are also three features which 
are five-sided pyramids, along 
with the remains of an ancient 
city. 

“The most Incredible thing Is 
that It we take the latitude and 
longitude of these finds and 
superimpose It on Earth, they 
coincide directly with the posi¬ 
tion of Egypt." 

Mr Cooper says around 90 per 


cent of all "UFO sightings" can 
usually be discounted. 

.•««' '»• "me they are 

satellites, or planets which 
appear unusual to people unac¬ 
customed to looking at the 
skies, he said. 

"We have also been having 
problems with all the night-time 
laser shows which are very pop¬ 
ular now." 

Mr Cooper Is keen to find ourf 
what is going on and why the 
sightings have dropped off so 
suddenly. 

If you have seen anything 
unusual In the skies please give 
him a call on (01823) 270218. 


EXETER EXPRESS & ECHO 
99 DEC 95 


BY SUE THEY 


MYSTERY surrounds scores of 
sightings of bright lights over 
Northamptonshire. 

Vast rays, moving in methodical 
patterns, stunned people out and about 
in the early hours yesterday. 

One 41-year-old woman from Grafton 
Underwood saw the lights as she walked 
her dog in the garden just after 
midnight. 

She said: "It was a series of lights 
turning to the left and to the right. About 
a quarter of the sky was lit up. 

“I don't particularly believe in UFOs 
but I stood there in amazement and my 
dog didn’t move for half-an-hour.” 

The stunned resident woke her 



husband to confirm the sighting and 
even looked in Yellow Pages under UFOs 
to see if she could contact an interested 
society about the phenomenon. 

But she had no luck and was among 
several residents who called the ET to 
report the sighting. 

There were also repons of the strange 


lights from the Lodge Park estate and the 
Old Village in Corby. 

The Evening Telegraph contacted The 
Works nightclub in Occupation Road. 
Corby, which has just installed a new 
laser machine on its roof. 

But a club spokesman said: "The club 
was open on Thursday night but the 
laser wasn't switched on. We only had 
the normal nightclub lights on.” 

There was also a massive laser show at 
Newmarket Race Course, on the 
Cambridgeshire and Suffolk border, on 
Thursday night. 

But a Cambridgeshire police 
spokesman said: "Several people in this 
area called us to say there were some 
strange lights but I'd be surprised if they 
travelled as far as Northamptonshire." 

Did you see the lights? If you can help, 
please call our newsdesk on 01536 81111 
extension 6036. 
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e aliens 


T he Discovery 

Channel zooms into 
orbit with a documentary 
about UFO visitations, 
sightings and abduc- 
, tions from around the 
globe with many 
quotes from promi¬ 
nent eyewitnesses 
such as the CIA and 
astronauts. 

A Soviet astronaut says 


have landed? 


if he was free to tell of his 
space experiences the 
world would be astound¬ 
ed. 

One woman tells how 
she was taken to the 
moon during an alien 
abduction and former 
CIA agent Virgil 
Armstrong says “Some 
(aliens) are 12ft tall, 
seven foot tall and three 


foot tall. The appearance 
they give to us is to pre¬ 
sent themselves in a form 
that’s not so frightening. 
If they took off their 
masks they could scare us 
to death.” 

TOBY GRANVILLE 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS: 
VISITORS FROM SPACE. 

Monday. 9.00pm, 
The Discovery Channel 
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